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Mr D. J. Hamilton thanked the Society for the cordial reception given to his paper, but felt that he was hardly entitled to the high praise accorded to him by the members of the Society. The observations had been the work of several years. From his experiments on the solution of catgut, he believed that if the fluids in a wound had an acid reaction, the catgut would be longer in disappearing, but would ultimately also be dissolved. It would undoubtedly, however, disappear much quicker in a wound having an alkaline reaction.
The cause of the disappearance in either case probably was the conversion of its albuminoids in the one instance into a soluble acid-albumen, and in the other into a soluble alkalialbumen. Although he believed that the catgut in a wound was not destroyed by the direct action of cellular structures, yet he did not deny that these would be highly instrumental in causing its removal after it had undergone disintegration, and was rendered fit to be incorporated by them. Dr Foulis's remarks were of great interest, more especially as lending support to the theory advanced as to the formation of granulations. In reference to Mr Chiene's objection to twenty-four hours being too soon for granulations to appear, he was merely quoting the observations of Sir James Paget and Mr Lister. So short a time must, of course, be looked upon as the extreme limit; but the importance of the statement lay in the fact that fully-developed capillaries were produced in the granulations within this time. It could, on that account, hardly be believed that they were newly formed.
The title of the paper was " On the Process of Healing," not
